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A. Personal Statement 
My main interest is to study the signals that mediate neuron-glia interaction in both physiological and 
pathological conditions. Particular attention is paid to the role of neurotransmitters and in particular to 
the neurotransmitter acetylcholine. Recently my field of interest has expanded to myelinating glia and 
the processes that control their differentiation and physiology and their role during peripheral nerve 
regeneration. 
An other field of interest is also the study of glia in pathological conditions such as brain tumors and 
neuroinflammation that characterizes both aging and neurodegenerative diseases. 
 

B. Positions and Honors 
 

▪ Positions and Employment 
 

March 2022-   Full Professor, Department of Biology and Biotechnologies Charles Darwin , University of     

       today             Rome Sapienza 

  
      March 2017    National  Scientific  Habilitation  as  Full  Professor  in  Cytology  and  Comparative   
               Anatomy (BIOS-04A) 

2005-2022 Associate Professor Dept. of Cell and Developmental Biology (2005-2010) and Department     

                             of Biology and Biotechnologies Charles Darwin , University of Rome Sapienza (2010-2022) 

      1995-2005      Researcher  at Dept. of Cell and Developmental Biology, University of Rome Sapienza 

      Jan1995-        Post- Doc  at CSIC, Dept of Neurochemistry,  Barcelona, Spain 

      Dec 1995 

      1991-1994      PhD student  Evolutionary Biology 

      1990-1991      Postgraduate fellowship Academia Nazionale dei Lincei, Giuseppe Levi fellowship 
 

NAME 

Ada Maria Tata, PhD 
PhDPh.D. 

POSITION TITLE 

Full Professor 



▪ Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
 
 

Institutional responsibilities 
Oct 2022 –2025 President of Biological Sciences, University of Rome, Sapienza 

 Oct 2020 –            Director of Master II level in Biology of Nutrition for Human           
                                    Reproduction 
  Nov. 2023-2025        Representative of the Full Professor in the Council of Faculty of  
                                    Mathematics, physic and natural sciences 
 
Scientific society membership 
Member of Italian Society of Developmental and Cell Biology (GEI-SIBSC) 
President of the Educational Committee of the GEI-SIBSC Society 2019-2021 
Member of the Board of the GEI-SIBSC (2025-2028) 
President of the Educational Committee of the GEI-SIBSC Society (2025-2028) 

  European Developmental Biology Society (ECBS) 
  Member of SINS (Italian Society of Neuroscience) and FENS (European Federation of   
  Neuroscience) 
  Italian Society of Human Reproduction (SIRU) 
  Italian Society of embryology, research and reproduction (SIERR) 
  Member of the CIB Consortium (Interuniversity Consortium for Biotechnology) 
 
Editorial activity 

  Member of the Editorial board of Frontiers in Neurology; Frontier in Neuroimmunology; Biomedicines 

  Reviewer: MDPI Journals; Frontiers in Neurology; Frontiers in Neurosci, Scient. Rep. Mol. 

Pharmacol. Brain 

  Reviewer for PRIN, MIUR, FIRB Projects (Reprise-Cineca registry)  

  Editorial  Antiinflamm Antiallergy Agents Med Chem. 2013;12(2):107-8.  

                 doi:  10.2174/1871523011312020001. 
 
 

Teaching/education 
Since 1998, at the University of Rome Sapienza 

  Holder of the courses: Embryology. Developmental Biology (Bachelor Degree in Biological Sciences)    
  and Developmental Neurobiology (Master degree in Neurobiology) 
  Since 2024: Teachers' course- Methodologies to study Cell Biology - A028  
 

▪ Honors 
 

Teaching Award 2013-2014 Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences 

Teaching Award 2015-2016 Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences 

Teaching Award 2017-2018 Faculty of Mathematical, Physical and Natural Sciences 
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Functional characterization of cholinergic receptors in melanoma cells. Cancers, 2020, 12; 3141. 
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‘M2 muscarinic receptor activation impairs mitotic progression and bipolar mitotic spindle formation 
in human glioblastoma cell lines’ Cells 2021, 10(7):1727. doi: 10.3390/cells10071727. 
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D. Research Topic 

1. Role of neurotransmitters during the development of peripheral nervous system neurons.  

2- Neuron-glia interaction: effects of acetylcholine in the control of proliferation and 

differentiation of myelinating glial cells 

3- Effects mediated by cholinergic agonists in stem cells obtained from adipose tissue and their 

glial derivatives. 

4- Effects mediated by acetylcholine and its receptors in neuro/inflammation in demyelinating 

diseases. 

5- Inhibitory effect of M2 muscarinic receptors on growth and survival of cancer stem cells in 

glioblastoma and neuroblastoma 

 

 
▪ Recent Research Support 

 

ERA4Health Nutribrain call 2024; Modulation of brain aging through nutrition and healthy 

lifestyle (Progetto finanziato dalla comunità europea e dal MIUR) 2025-2028 (Italian Unit). 

Coordinatore internazionale Fernando Rodriguez, University of Murcia. 

Ateneo Sapienza 2024: Unveiling the Role of Lamin A/C in Fibro-Adipogenic Progenitors: 

Implications for Emery-Dreifuss Muscular Dystrophy Pathogenesis (Participant) (2025-2027) 

Progetto MIUR , Network CIB 2021 (D.M. 442 10/08/2020). Partecipant. Responsabile di 

Unità CIB. "BIOTECHNOLOGY INNOVATION IN THE ERA OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC" 

(partecipant) 

Progetto MIUR, Network CIB 2019. Partecipant, Responsabile di Unità. NGS and new 

technologies for drug repositioning and precision therapy”Coordinatore Prof. Roberto Gambari  

(Università di Ferrara) (partecipant) 
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